District 105NE Newsletter ~ September 2017
Incorporating the District Governor’s Newsletter

Fellow Lions, It’s party time!

Our main activity in November will be our
Centennial Convention in Edinburgh. Those
who are going to it are looking forward to a
fun weekend.
We are grateful
to Lion Andrew
Kerr Sutherland
and City of
Edinburgh
Lions for
hosting this
event and
appreciate the
hard work
involved in
organising it
Many thanks guys
Our business programme will include
presentations from our Guest Speaker,
Past International Director
Steven Tremaroli, New York

he will speak about his
involvement with Unicef

Phionna McInnes who started a charity
“MeToo” to coordinate the support for
youngsters with multiple needs in Aberdeen.
We are offering a choice of break-out
sessions which will assist clubs involved in
starting new branches, compliance with
charity law legislation and going forward with
service.
The evenings will be devoted to letting our
hair down (OK maybe not in my case, being a
tad challenged in the hair department)
We have quality entertainment lined up and
I’m sure we will have a great time.

Most Clubs are preparing for their Christmas
programmes. Lions are often in the public
gaze and this offers us an opportunity to let
them know what we do.

Let’s make sure we take it

On my visits this year two newish Lions were
asked “why did you join”. Neither had time to
produce a trite answer. Both replied “they
wanted to make a difference”.
One was from Malton, in the south of the
District and one from Aberdeen in the North
(although an Irishman).
How many more people want to make a
difference in others’ lives?
Let’s give them the opportunity to do so.
Let’s be prepared to tell them how we make a
difference by our service to others.
We have our new core service activities.
Let’s be prepared to tell people about them.
If they know what we do, they may wish to
be a part.
Best wishes to all the Lions family
DG Malcolm

DG MALCOLM
CLUB VISITS
Following his visit to
Birmingham to attend
the second MD105
Governors Council meeting, DG Malcolm will
follow that up by attending some Club
Charter Events around our District Convention
17-19 November in Edinburgh
DG Malcolm hopes to see as
many of our Clubs being
represented at Convention
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know someone who is a member of one of
these many groups.

PAUL HUTCHINSON - DARLINGTON
sponsored by: Lion ROBERT HILLARY
JOE MCKECHNIE - EASINGWOLD
sponsored by: Lion DI WATKINS
STUART GARDINER – STONEHAVEN
sponsored by: Lion STUART JOHNSTON
New Lions members in October

A special thanks to their sponsors

YOUNG LEADERS
IN SERVICE
(YLIS)
I am asking that Clubs
consider our YLIS
scheme, I know it’s “just
another thing”,
Spend a few minutes to think about it.
Having attended Zone meetings, clubs talk
about their work with Young Carers, what an
ideal opportunity.
These young people, by the very nature of
what they are doing would qualify to be part
of the scheme.
They are entitled to be recognised for their
efforts and hard work, and we are doing
them a disservice if we don’t help them to
achieve this recognition in the form of an
official certificate which they can use as part
of their portfolio when applying for further
education or employment.

YLIS Award recognise young people
between the ages of 11 and 18 for their
community service over 12 months,
starting on the date of their first
community service and completing on the
first anniversary of that date
12 months community service of 25 – 49
hours = Bronze Seal Award Certificate
12 months community service of 50 – 99
hours = Silver Seal Award Certificate
12 months community service of 100 or more
hours = Gold Seal Award Certificate
(The certificate records the actual number of
hours completed)

Benefits for young people

Experience the rewards of community service
Become involved in their community and with
local Lions Club
Receive a Lions Clubs International award
Please consider this,
these young people deserve our support with
their future, a small effort from us, could
make a great difference for them
Lion Margaret Wells
District YLIS officer – England

For guidance and the relevant forms
please contact
Lion Margaret Wells (England)
01845 526549

Lion Andrew Kerr-Sutherland (Scotland)
01368 865100

Think also about LEOS, their activities
would fit into the scheme. Also Scout and
Guides and other uniformed organisations
have lots of the older members who assist
with the training of the younger members.
Schools also often have mentor groups, these
are just a few ideas, but by no means cover
all the young people who would be eligible.
I realise it’s not always easy to contact these
people, but I am sure many of us have
grandchildren or great grandchildren who

I hope you find the articles in the November
Spotlight of interest.
Please consider including articles from your
own Club to share with your fellow Lions
Send articles by Sunday 3 December ‘17
to be included in the December Spotlight
PLEASE include photos in JPG-JPEG --Lion Bill, Editor
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Rydale LC

was £70 to buy a patient hoist for the former
Adela Shaw children’s orthopaedic hospital in

Fellow Lions, due to a mix up during the
sharing of information as I took over the
Editor of Spotlight, we owe an apology to
Rydale LC President and members.
Hopefully we have put things right with
the full article below – Lion Bill

50 years on
Lion President
Brian completes
a hat-trick

Kirkbymoorside, and the delivery of more
than 100 sacks of firewood to the elderly.

One of the founding members of Ryedale
Lions Club and its first President fifty years
ago has taken up the reins as President
again.
Retired solicitor Brian
Potter completes a
unique hat-trick for
the Lions, having
served three terms
as its leader: first in
1967 when the club
was formed, again on
th
its 25 anniversary in 1992 and returning for
a third term now as the club marks its 50th
birthday.

Fifty years on: Back at the helm, returning
Lions President Brian Potter (left) and outgoing
President, David Warin, hold aloft the club’s
original Charter surrounded
by club members.

“I am very proud to be appointed again but

105NE Young Ambassador

Photo: Charter Lion President, Brian Potter,
and his late wife Sheila, at the inaugural dinner
of the Ryedale Lions Club in 1967 with the
original Charter establishing the club.

even prouder to have seen the Ryedale Lions
Club going from strength to strength over
such a long time and helped so many people
in need along the way,” said Brian, who lives
in Old Road, Kirkbymoorside”
The Club was first formed with 27 members
and today is thriving with a membership of
more than 40, drawn from an area around
Pickering, Kirkbymoorside and Helmsley.
Brian is one of two remaining members from
the original club, alongside retired teacher
Ray Cordery, of Whitby Road, Pickering.
Earliest records of the Ryedale Lions show
that, among the first fund-raising activities,

Since then the Lions have
raised the equivalent of more
than £1 million in today’s
money, primarily to help
needy individuals and local good causes.
“The world is a very different place to when

we first began the Ryedale Lions Club.
Nevertheless, there are still those in need,
often through no fault of their own, and the
club continues to have a role in helping them,
working with other voluntary organisations
and supported by the generous donations of
local people” said Lion President Brian.

Good luck to our Young Ambassador Lewis
Baillie as he set sail from Portsmouth on his
tall ship
voyage.
He was
awarded
this as his
prize for
leadership.

Bon
voyage
Lewis!!!

Hope the weather was kind to you!!!
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Peterlee and District LC
Over the year Peterlee Lions have seen an
increase in membership to thirteen good
standing members.
Our projects have
included fund
raising
Photo below:
Fundraising
Donation to
Haswell Mencap

Photo above:
Peterlee town centre
Collection

Malton,Norton and
District LC were sponsored in
1963 by Driffield Lions Club

54 years later we are
celebrating Lions Clubs
International’s
100th birthday

We had a full day of fun
starting with a lunch
party for Ryedale Carers,
Ryedale Special Families and local
young people. In total we had over 170
guests to entertain.

Photos below:
The Kath Miller
memorial charity
walk producing a donation of over £6500 to
Alice House at Hartlepool Hospice.

On arrival, as well as a pride of four
Lions waiting to say hello to everyone,
the Swinton Training Band serenaded
the guests with a juggler also on hand
who demonstrated his skills.

The final photo:
Lion President
Ron Clark receives a
donation from
Mayor of Peterlee

The talented dancers from Kirkham
Henry entertained and got everyone on
to the dance floor
In the evening The Milton Room which
played host to both events was
transformed for an amazing party
attended by almost 170 Lions and their
friends with a wonderful Indian Buffet
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prepared by “ India The Restaurant ”
from Yorkersgate in Malton, all sorts of
fruit, marshmallow and doughnuts to be
skewered and drenched in the chocolate
fountain
followed by the
raffle and
dancing to the
small hours to
the music of
“ HUGE “
Congratulations to Lion Nick Simpson
and his team for the tremendous
amount of work that went into
arranging both events and getting the
logistics spot on throughout. It seems
everyone had a fantastic time.

Durham Lions secretary George O' Donnell
said: ‘We fundraise for the RNLI every year

and we admire their work as unpaid
volunteers who selflessly go out to sea risking
life and limb to save others’.
Photo opposite:
the group with
George’s
grandchildren
with their
helmets ready
for action.

Hartlepool RNLI mechanic Garry Waugh
said: ‘Once again the Durham Lions have

shown fantastic support for us and the money
donated will go towards new kit for our
volunteers. We are very grateful for the
donation’

Durham Lions - Woodman Inn

Durham LC
Durham Lions George O’Donnell and Derick
Lawson accompanied by Lion George’s
grandchildren Ava, Ethan and Devon visited
the Lifeboat Station at Hartlepool to present a
donation of £600.00.
The funds were raised at Durham Lions Golf
tournament earlier this year

Lion Secretary George O’Donnell visited the
Woodman Inn, Gilesgate on Sunday 22nd
October to adjudicate during their
participation in our ever popular Tops in
Twenties darts competition.
George had a very warm welcome from the
team and patrons of the pub.
The team are a new entrant to the
competition and they are also our first
competitors this year.
After the event, George was given the
opportunity to explain who Lions are, what
we do and he also gave an indication of the
various charities and worthy causes we have
supported.
They seemed
to be keen to
enter again
next year and
we look
forward to
seeing them
again.

Photo: Lions Derick and George with Garry on
the deck of a lifeboat and in the background
George’s grandchildren

Photo above:
The Woodman Inn Darts Team
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Tynedale LC

This year is an important one for the
Tynedale Lions Club, as not only is our 40th
Anniversary but it is of course LCI Centennial
Year.
To mark the Centennial Year, local Parish
Councils were contacted and asked if they
had any projects that we could assist with.
The response was good and we have been
pleased to support:
➢ a short tourist guide for the Newbrough
➢ Water Trail
an information board for the Riverside
Picnic Site at Haydon Bridge,
➢ The re-covering with wood chip, for the
Humshaugh Children’s Playing Field Trust
➢ The Riding Mill Play Park re-development
project to update the Play Park in the
village.
➢ Permission has also been given to site a
bench in Hexham and one in Corbridge,
to commemorate this
Centennial Year and the
service of Lions to our
local communities.
➢

To help mark our 40th Anniversary extra
grants have been made to,

WeCan for £2,500 to enable more
disabled children to attend a Saturday
club, so as to give their parents some
respite time.
To assist with the cost of replacing old
computers, £1,500 was made to Josie’s
Dragonfly Trust.
Charlotte Straker Hospice in Corbridge
are looking to upgrade their computer
system. We gave a grant of £1,500.
To assist in the training of support
workers £1,500 was made to West
Northumberland Food Bank
A grant of £2,000 was given to Stocksfield
Cricket Club, to help towards
redevelopment of their club into more of a
community club.

A team of our members have recently visited
a number of Shed projects, in the area, to

gather information with a view for us to
establish such a facility in the Tynedale area.
We were pleased to welcome our District
Governor to our 40th Anniversary Charter
Dinner, held at the Beaumont Hotel, on the
6th October on four occasions.
It was fitting
that he was
able to present
a Melvin
Jones
Fellowship
award to Lion
Bernie Quinn who joined our Club in 1992
He was one of the original initiators of our
Beer festival and Lion President in 2009
Until recently had been Chairman of the
Beer Festival Planning Committee.
Lion Bernie continues to involve himself with
the Festival and all other club activities.
Unfortunately one of our longest serving
members Lion Colin Bassey was not able to
be at the dinner to receive his Melvin Jones
Fellowship award. Colin has been a member
some 42 years and was the Lion behind
organising many a black tie boxing night.
Prior to the beer festival, they were our main
activity and raised thousands of pounds for
local good causes and charities.
He was President in 1982 and has been and
still is a very active and supportive member of
the Club.
Lion Bernie
with
President
Jonathan
and Lion
Colin

Our presentation to the main recipients of this
year’s Beer Festival was held in Gallery 2 at
the Queens Hall, Hexham.
We were able to give a total of £22,000 from
what had been a record year for us.
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The organisations that benefited were the
Clavert Trust and Marie Curie both of
which received £7,000 each. It was also
pleasing to be able to give £4,000 each to the
Hexham and Corbridge Youth Initiative
for their work with young persons

Team Pougher from Wales were worthy
winners of
the High
Road
with
Northern
Ice as
runners up.
The Low
Road was won by local Team Moodie with
New Abbey as runners up

Photos: Vice President Mike Potter with the
representatives of the main recipients

Curling is a truly all inclusive game relative to
age or mobility as demonstrated at our event
with a seven year old in the Low Road
winners, an over eighty year old in another
team and two teams of wheelchair curlers.

Dumfries LC
keep “roaring”
for charity
Dumfries Lions Club recently
held their annual Charity
Curling Tournament at Dumfries Icebowl
Two wheelchair teams, the English National
Team and Northern Ice from Newcastle and
fourteen others from Scotland and Wales
took part in a friendly but very competitive
event over the weekend.
Dependent on the results of the first three
games on Saturday the teams were
separated into
the High and
Low Roads.
After the
remaining three
games on Sunday

The Curling
Tournament has
been running for
twenty four years
and has raised in the
region of £40,000
for local charities.
Next year will see the competition reach its
quarter century when the organisers hope to
achieve their ambition and see a full
complement of twenty four teams taking part.
Curling is called
the “roaring”
game because of
the noise the
stones make when
they are sliding up
the ice
Club President Jim
Nelson presented
the prizes and
thanked all those
who were involved in the event for their
support
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Alnwick LC
Fellow Lions and Leos
Its halfway through October and plans for the
Senior Citizens’ Christmas parties are under
way in a lot of clubs. Most of us will probably
do almost the same as last year and there’s
nothing wrong with sticking to the tried and
tested methods, but can you do more?
One of the biggest problems we face is
knowing who to invite, we know we can’t
invite everyone it just wouldn’t be practicable,
but sometimes I wonder how the ones who
miss out feel
Of course there are other organisations such
as the Salvation Army and the Red Cross who
mop up those on the fringe of society and I
know at least one club who make Christmas
donations to these organisations. They also
assist with transport to events and taking
meals to the housebound in your community
at Christmas?
Here are a few other ideas from around the
district
➢ Provide Christmas trees to local
schools
➢ Provide funds to playgroups so that
each child can have a small present.
➢ Provide chocolate bars to junior
schools but watch out for lion bars as

they contain nuts

Check school healthy eating policy.
➢ Providing transport to carol concerts
and other festive entertainment
➢ Buying and wrapping Christmas
presents for underprivileged kids in
conjunction with social services
➢ Providing something a little more
festive to the food banks or delivering
food parcels to the needy
➢ Taking over a school kitchen and
cooking a Christmas dinner for the
over 85’s
As Lions, the more we look the more we see
the need for service at this time of year
So as I’ve already asked, can we do more ?
SERVICE: it’s what we do as Lions Clubs
PDG Lion David Wheeler
Service Person – District 105 NE

Alnwick Lions and members of staff from
Percy Woods Country Club and children
and staff of Swansfield Park Primary
School, snapped by the local press as we
worked on our Centennial Community Project.
The soon to be named path that runs past
the school (the school pupils are holding a

ballot to decide from one of the following
names, Lions Avenue, Lions Cut, Lions
Walk, Lions Way)

Alnwick Lions held their last Car-Boot sale of
the year on Saturday raising £180. bring the
told for the year to over £2,200.
The Alnwick Lions talking Newspaper
continues to go from strength to irstrength
. thanks to the hard work of Lion Richard Hall
and his team, the new digital equipment
purchased with a grant from The Newcastle
Building Society is working well.
Lion President Louis Warmington with his
wife Jackie and several members and
their wives had a very enjoyable evening at
Alnwick Playhouse where children from the
Duchess high school in Alnwick, participate in
the E U sponsored "European Music Show" in
which children from 5 countries: Britain,
Spain, France, Italy and Germany, visit each
others' countries and collaborate with their
songs and dancing.

Sounds
of a
Century
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Dumbarton LC
Dumbarton Lions Past President, Lion Colin
Vallance, presented a cheque for £200 to
team managers and members of Dumbarton
Riverside Disabled Football Club. They had
wrote to Dumbarton Lions Club seeking
support with their fundraising to buy kit bags
for the team. Lion Colin said “we had

received a letter from the team and the club
thought that this was a worthwhile cause
which we could help out ”

Lion Colin made the presentation at East End
Park, Dumbarton, where the team trains.
He was impressed by the enthusiasm which
the team members showed in a keenly
contested game at the end of their training,
even although it was a dreich night.
The Club also donated £300 toward the
Breast Cancer Support Group to purchase
special head scarves. The group donate these
free to Cancer patients who attend Glasgow
Elizabethen Beatson Cancer Unit. The
patients are shown how to wear the scarves
in various ways following the loss of hair.
Other donations are being considered to
support two local groups who support the
elderly and the other supporting school
children in need over the Christmas period

Dumbarton LC
Supporting formation of
Falkirk & District Club Branch

Progress is being made with the formation of
a potential new Lions Club in Falkirk.
Members attended a Charity and Volunteering
Event organised by Bo’ness Charity Group,
Bonet and Falkirk Council

Photo: Dumbarton Lions Club members,
Lions Hugh Kershaw and Bill Fraser along with
potential Falkirk & District Club Branch
members, Andrea Ross and Joan Lamazon at
the Bo’ness Town Hall event

Easingwold LC

Congratulations to our very own Lion John
and Pam Lancaster who celebrated their 60th
wedding
anniversary
on 5th
October.
Love and
very best
wishes to
you both
from all the
Easingwold Lions
Easingwold Lions are collecting spectacles
which are no longer used. They will be
cleaned, sorted and distributed to people in
need. Donated glasses can change someone's
life.
We are grateful that the Easingwold Library
have kindly agreed to have a collection box
so please have a look in your drawers,
handbags, etc. and drop those unused
spectacles in the box in the Library.
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Morpeth LC
Make Your Voice Heard in the
Fight Against Diabetes
Diabetes afflicts individuals, families and
communities—including those we know and
love. The statistics below are shocking, but
we can change them through greater
awareness, prevention, and treatment.
•

•
•

•
•
•
•

Diabetes is considered a global
epidemic—642 million people will have
diabetes (or 10% of the anticipated
global population) by 2040
An estimated 422 million adults
currently have diabetes
Diabetes is the sixth leading cause of
death in the world, and the sixth
leading cause of death among women
1 person dies every 7 seconds from
diabetes
5 million people die annually from
diabetes
50% of people with diabetes don't
know they have it
77% of people with diabetes live in
low- and middle-income countries

During our Worldwide Week of Service
for Diabetes, 13–19 November 2017,
48,000 Lions Clubs worldwide will be making
important decisions about how to fight
diabetes at the local level.
Please add Diabetes Screening
to the agenda at your next Club
meeting and encourage other
members to, as well. If your
club hasn't scheduled a meeting, contact your
club officers immediately.
Right now, you can also start making a
difference by learning more about what Lions
and Leos are doing during Diabetes Week

For members of Morpeth Lions Club, SERVICE
to the community can take varied forms.
There are, however, numerous service
activities that are not so obvious. One such
relates to work undertaken in Carlisle Park,
where the Lions continue to enhance the
woodland bank at the William Turner garden.
Now that all the trees are becoming
established, the Lions’ attention is being
focussed on the creation of a woodland floor.
There are plans to gradually introduce native
and heritage species bulbs to create a
colourful impact in the Spring.
As a first stage, Lion environmental officers
Chris Offord and Les Brindley recently planted
native narcissi for a display starting next year.
Progress will be monitored and, if successful,
other native species will be introduced.
Lion Chris said ‘It is important that our

planting reflects the flowers that were around
in the 16th century at the time of Morpeth
born botanist William Turner – the father of
English botany.
Daffodils were first introduced in Roman
times when their sap was thought to have
healing powers.
Similarly, the trees
in the William
Turner Garden
bear fruit that
were identified by
William Turner for
their medical
properties; this
next stage
continues that
theme in the
Garden’.
PHOTO (L-R) Lions Les Brindley & Chris
Offord planting bulbs at the William Turner
Garden, Morpeth.

Whilst a number of groups work to enhance
the natural beauty of Morpeth, perhaps,
when you visit the William Turner Garden,
you might spare a thought for Morpeth Lions
who have adopted this particular are
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